woke up from a feverish nap, the bottom half of my body on the cold floor, my upper torso on a corner piece of matting. Other women's feet lined above my head in a row of little spooning bodies, all of us in a forced intimacy for the night at Brooklyn Central Booking. It so happened I was in the often delightful, but quite aggressive company of queer women in a jail cell. One big friendly dyke asked me, "Yo Sparkles"─my jailbird name due to my gold sequin miniskirt─"What you in for?" I replied: "I wanted a free education." I was arrested on my college campus on May 2nd, 2012, for participating in a civil disobedience action in front of the college president's office. After months of organizing around tuition hikes, our depleting curriculum, a lack of student resources and consistently ignored invitations to meet with administration, members of the Brooklyn College Student Union held a sit-in outside of the president's office.
The goal of our non-violent direct action was to make awareness of our plight unavoidable and to obstruct the path of business as usual. Although I had not planned to get arrested that day, it was not entirely unbelievable that My body was tossed around by the motions of the officers pushing my friends. I fell to the ground and decided to stay there with my eyes shut. I was asked if I needed medical attention, I was asked to get up, I was commanded to get up, I was dragged by one arm so that I might get up, I was threatened with further punishment if I did not get up, I was handcuffed because I did not get up. If anything, the fact that people would be willing to hurt me and my comrades for our ideals of equality, access, and compassion is very telling: who is doing the chanting and who is doing the silencing? And which side are you on?
As I mentioned before, we are a revolutionary front.
We are repressed because we are of critical importance:
we produce both literal wealth and invaluable creative wealth. The workers, the students, and the teachers─we are the academy. What is so dangerous about a free, 
